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Foreword 


12-14 July 2004 a 3-day Writers’ Workshop was held in Drosh, Chitral. 14 writers from two 
different Chitrali language communities, Palula and Dameli, participated in this event, jointly 
arranged by the Frontier Language Institute (FLI) and Anjuman-e-Taraqqi-e-Palula (the 
society for the promotion of Palula). 


During this workshop the following topics were covered in instruction and discussion: good 
writing, guidelines for writing Palula and Dameli, story writing, spelling conventions, 
punctuation, group/self-editing, and text revision. Each of the fourteen men in the group 
applied the principles presented and discussed in an individual writing assignment: The goal 
was for each person to write a story in his mother tongue. During these three days we saw ten 
stories in Palula and four in Dameli go from idea to a written story, as the writers were guided 
through the processes of planning, drafting, revising and proofreading. 


Approximately half of the participants in the event experienced producing a written text in 
their own mother-tongue for the very first time in their lives. As far as we know, the language 
of Damel has never before this time been used in any writing, and as far as Palula is 
concerned, only a handful individuals have made isolated attempts at representing their 
language in writing. The alphabet used here is basically the Urdu alphabet supplemented with 
letters from the alphabet of Shina (the main language of the Gilgit area). 


The results of their work over those three days are now in your hands: four stories written in 
the Dameli language (a separate booklet is being prepared with the Palula stories). The stories 
occur in the order in which they were presented at the workshop. It is hereby hoped that many 
more similar kinds of works will be produced by Dameli writers in the future. 


Henrik Liljegren, Research Consultant, FLI 


Participants and facilitators in the Writers’ Workshop, Drosh 12-14 July 2004. 
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